26                            LIFE OF JOHN LAMB.
1745: and that the Printer of the Thursday's Gazette, deserved to be hanged for publishing what he had; and for his part, he would not be against putting a halter about his neck.
ISAAC SEARS, ABRAHAM MONTANYE, THOMAS IVERS, WILL'M WILEY, JAMES DUNSCOMB.* Sworn before me this 20th March, 1766.
JOHN BOGERT, Jun'r.
Another deposition, to the same purport, was made by John Abeel and James AbeeL*
The great victory was won: the people had taken a posi-tion, from which they could not recede without disgrace and destruction. The old party name of the revolution of 1668, was revived, and assumed by the popular party; and its odious opposite, though cast upon all who did not cordially unite in resistance, was acknowledged by none, except the officers and retainers of the Crown. The leaders of the populace did not, however, relax their efforts to keep their followers steady in resistance. Able addresses were published, warning them of the fatal consequences of yielding. If, says one writer, you comply with the act, by using the stamped paper, you fix, you rivet perpetual chains upon your unhappy country. You unnecessarily, you voluntarily establish the detestable precedent, which those who have forged your fetters wish for, to varnish the farther exercise of their new claimed authority. If you quietly bow your necks to the yoke, you prove yourselves ready to receive any bondage, to which your lords and masters shall please to subjugate you."f
The campaign seemed now to be ended, and the issue of the battle was awaited with anxiety and doubt by many, but by a majority of the opposition, with confidence of success. The Parliament had taken into consideration the repeal of the act, and upon preliminary proceedings, there appeared a
* Lamb Papers, N. Y. His. Soc.                      t Holt.